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Introduction

We are happy to present our members with a boevalifs and activities that will
hopefully prove to be an improvement over last y@ée feel a certain urgency to enjoy
our countryside because at the rate it is disappgdvefore long there will be no open
spaces to enjoy at all. All efforts by our Assoicatto garner due respect for our natural
and cultural heritage from the Authorities are pmg\vfutile, and it is about time to
change tactics. Also this deep sense of frustrasiarging us to seek greener pastures
abroad, as you will read of tours and plans thaiadready in hand.

Programme of Activitiesfor Autumn

For this Autumn the committee has decided to irexeéhe social and cultural activites in
connection with our programme of walks. The walli$ rgtain their central importance
in the promotion of healthy exercise and friendsdrippng members and guests. To add
to the social aspect of the walks it was decided tiore time is spent together than that
spent en route. For this reason the Gozo Weekéeneing repeated in November as an
excellent means of a relaxed and extended “soetalagether”. Besides it provides a
welcome break in routine. Also, a seasonal medttay is being introduced following
the success of last year’s lunch in Mgarr. The vedithe 25' October will end with a
“Fenkata ghall-frisk” at the Paradise Bay Lido.

It is intended to promote knowledge of our natarad cultural heritage by a series of
lectures that will treat different subjects asstalavith the walks that are programmed.
Our Association is blessed with such people likeoLBugeja, Louis Vella and others
who are well versed with the cultural wealth endeved on our walks. It is also blessed
with a lot of learned and professional friends vifimon time to time gladly accept our
request to lead walks with specific interests.dd be a waste if such willing fountains
of learning are left to drain away. Such educatiomeetings will also provide social
opportunities out of which our members can reagut afl benefit.

The attached walks programme for Autumn containsessix weekday walks by Dr
Gunter Jacobs, who always turns up well preparedgort on the history or description
of the sites he visits. It is for the rest of thalkg that fall on weekends, when more
people can spare the time to walk leisurely, thatseries of lectures are intended. Our
thanks to all our experienced walk-leaders who lkindlunteer to kindle our love for the
country.

Rambling Tours:



A second walking tour abroad will see a group afrieembers leaving for the Canary
Islands on the 29September, transiting in Madrid. The tour promiseke interesting as
Canarian ramblers will be leading walks for th&ucterparts from different European
countries, first on the island of La Palma, thep twthree other islands of El Hierro, La
Gomera and Tenerife. The2Conference of European Ramblers will be held in La
Palma during the first three days of October, amdAssociation will be taking part for
the second year running.

A third tour is planned by the Association for Mai2010. This will be a week-long tour
to Liguria di Levante and will be led by the Itadisamblers who had walked with us in
Malta last April. Again our Italian guests felt sbliged towards RAM friendship and
organisation that they have offered to reciprobgtéaking care to organize a programme
for us. It is an opportunity to ramble the renowf@dque terre” with locals who know
their way around. Our group will fly to Pisa on ®@" and returns on the #RMarch

2010. Look out for news and details very soon.

More “ad hoc” foreign walking tours will be annowttfrom time to time. It is intended
that small groups are organized to take walksaly Jthe UK, Scandinavia or Spain. The
benefit of cheap flights will be taken to rambleplaces where dumping, illegal
construction and such malpractices that in Maltessedheartaches to lovers of the
countryside, are non-existent or better controléew! certainly less conspicuous. Such
special tours will be notified by email or sms tembers.

Polo Shirts.

Good quality Polo Shirts have been ordered disptasihe RAM colourful logo that will
be embroidered on the front. The shirts will coméour sizes and should be available
for distribution by November. The idea is to havemiers of RAM recognizable when
activities such as walks and protests are organildeely will have a very affordable price
so members are encouraged to wear them distinctly.

Member ship

The end of the year is fast approaching and menaversncouraged to pay up their
membership fee of €10 during the last two monththefyear. Renewal of subscription
fees will not be accepted during walks as thisdiasn rise to discrepancies and mistakes
in the past. Payment can be made by cheque madie fanrour of the Ramblers’
Association or else by direct transfer to HSBC baocéount No. 068045921001. For
direct or electronic transfers it is important thatice of transfer is given by email on
ram205@gmail.comPlease also include your ID number in the notice.

Editorial

Unfortunately the RAM executive is consuming muéltotime and energy in opposing
infringements and irregularities that slowly butedy nibble away continuously at the
scarce natural resources that remain in Malta asgbQJnless the NGOs remain vigilant
on the very people and authorities whose dutytit jsrotect and preserve the
countryside, very soon it will be no fun at alltédke country walks. Ramblers who have
an eye for detail and feel for the land find thatstnof our walks are marred by the



insensitive development and careless disrespetttoe all around. “Legal” and illegal
constructions of every kind imaginable in ODZ haewer been so rife. Construction of
“stables”, heightening of rubble walls, erectiorgates on public paths, dumping of
assorted material including vehicles, illegal véhigards, removal of arable soil,
destruction of natural surfaces and the like ageottder of the day. Rumours about the
stripping down of an already-feeble environmentdbecement unit at MEPA encourage
anarchy to prevail, both within MEPA and out in tteuntryside. Reform at Mepa is
conspicuous by its absence as consolidation ofamenxtability, vicious old habits and
obscure policies are wreaking such heavy devast&giour ODZ as has never been
perpetrated so intensely in the past.

Lino Bugeja, our revered President has expressgdatly: “There is a fever in the land
that is systematically numbing our sensitivity lte hatural landscape as we sadly witness
the populace losing its sense of awe and bewildetraiethe destruction of our pristine
valleys and prime agricultural land. A new formGrfeen Capitalism is emerging with
Malta’s present mullahs often endangering publibways, creating unauthorized

parking areas disturbing the whole serene environnvéh noise and light pollution.

This outrageous disrespect to our countryside &ceptable and continues to undermine
public trust in politics.”

With limited human and material resources activenivers of the RAM executive find
themselves on the defensive all the time and withay energy left to be creative and
progressive. Even the programming of walks hasetbdstily done in between objections
and complaints with Mepa, meetings with Ministend &ecretaries, organising protests,
replying to malign media letters, court sittingstbe Rationalisation Scheme, etc.
Personally speaking, playing my part in running@#eVl has become nerve-wrecking
and frustrating and far removed from the idealdgflic walks in secluded and serene
rustic surrounds. Malta is no Arcadia anymore.

Noble plans entertained by the RAM committee, sacthe Mapping of Walks and the
Task Force for hands-on action to improve pathsceah up valleys have been laid
aside while we fight individual battles in the aeanious war against the environment.
True, Bahrija has been saved momentarily like Raltlamra and Ta’ Cenc before it,
but vigilance has to remain active there, as byneans have these cases been completely
settled since the political will to resolve themasking. In the meantime many other
prized landscapes such as Ta’ Baldu, Wied Liem&jnsblija, and others become
threatened either by usurpation or by illegal depeient. Battle fronts are opened all the
time while successful fronts still need to be geardHowever both the task force and the
mapping will be taken in hand with the beginningled season of walks this October,
and the committee is preparing for the implemeatatif both initiatives.

It is also for this reason that the present conaaiis presently engaged in drawing up
statutory amendments to our constitution whichiatended to meet the various
exigencies generated by the sorry state of affaasour country has found itself in due
to Mepa lapses and lack of enforcement. Vigilancstrbe maintained but not at the cost
of our worthy plans. Engraved in our constitutiam cemit is to take on the challenges as



best we can. It is necessary to adapt our strutbusecure that our limited human
resources are employed to optimal efficiency totrsaeh challenges.

In the circumstances the Committee has set twacbbgs for the immediate future: first

to augment the limited human resources by recgitiore members who have expressed
willingness to help; second to alter the structirthe executive in such a way that
specific duties are delegated to the individual foers forming it, whose job it will be to
form subcommittees from the new recruits to cautytbose duties.

It is understandable that members have their owrk teodo to earn their livelihood and
their life to live as they please. However manyenaxpressed their willingness to take
on a few hours of voluntary work in their striderfhis reason we appeal to members to
come forward who can offer some time on administeatvork in general. Computer

skills are direly needed while the setting up @directioning office and the start-up of a
library are waiting for the right personnel to cofoewvard. Anyone with some

knowledge of the workings within Mepa, ready torgpiame in researching and keeping
a watchful eye on ODZ applications, will be an &séé are also reviewing the original
forms of members and will be contacting those wlaoked their willingness to help.

At the next General Meeting in February the prodasmendments to the Statute will be
moved with the intention of structuring the exeeeatio meet modern demands on the
Association, and give it power to garner help fnrm@mbers. The Association may end
up with a smaller number of executive members bhahdeading a subcommittee made
up of a number of helpers. This is as much as eame\ealed at the moment because the
issue is still in its embryonic stage.

While on the subject of recruits it is worth obsegvthe lack of new walk leaders over
recent years. The programme organizers have siogiechany potential leaders among
our walking members. These have not yet found tleage to carry the banner. So our
hearty appeal is for them react positively whenragphed. Others who consider
themselves up to scratch for the purpose are kiredjyested to approach me or Romano.
They will be given the necessary help to gain thafidence and skill for leading walks.

It is expected of every member to contribute a$ besshe could to keep the Ramblers’
Association in the forefront of the Maltese envimental NGOs. Unless the attitude of
our political leaders is corrected towards the @nestion of our natural and cultural
heritage, unless the DCC boards find the will tplgStructure Plan policies to the word
and in the spirit they were intended, unless the@rBnment Protectorate Section uses its
enforcement and direct action powers with the detetion that the law gives it, our
vigilance should be kept on full alert.

At the same time ramblers have to make their peeséeit frequently and in the most
exemplary way in the countryside to stop illegatelepers and other usurpers from
taking over what is not theirs by right. Rambleil @ontinue to protect rights of way in
and free enjoyment of the countryside and coasttinall Maltese and foreigners alike.
They will challenge all forms of discrimination andlawful possession as are



represented by gates, high walls, dogs, signs #re obstacles that are intended to
shackle freedom of movement, which is protectethiyMaltese Constitution
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